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Society Overview 

The Business Society is one of the largest and most active academic societies at UEA. We represent the 

largest school at the university, Norwich Business School. Whilst the vast proportion of our members 

are business students, we also have a notable number of members from the schools of Economics and 

Computer Science. 

 

Norwich Business School itself is held in high esteem. It 

consistently ranks highly in national university tables, in 

addition to a top 150 global ranking for Business and 

Economics. The school’s ranking of the top 5 business 

schools in the country for student satisfaction is in part 

down to the role the society plays in providing a vast 

programme of activities for its students.  

 

Our primary focus is on providing extra-curricular 

opportunities for our members. Our events programme 

consists of four branches: social, academic, competitions and trips. Our socials give members the 

chance to engage with their peers and network in a more informal environment. These may range from 

nightlife events to a variety of activities such as bowling, laser tag, and movie nights. Academic events 

seek to develop the skills and understanding our members need to excel in their future careers. 

 

Competitions and trips incorporate both social and academic elements. These events provide unique 

opportunities for our members to enhance their personal development in an enjoyable context. Our 

flagship competition is the UEApprentice, whereby students must work in teams to overcome a 

business-related problem. Meanwhile, our trips programme offers students the chance to visit a major 

European city each year, as well as attending academic trips to museums or professional offices. 

 

The society was founded in 2010 as the Management Society. The subsequent years have seen 

phenomenal measures of growth to bring us to where we are today. In recent years, those growth 

efforts have been accelerated, which resulted in our nomination for Academic Society of the Year in 

2018, an award we yearn to achieve in the near future. The growth is continuing, and we are 

anticipating 2019/20 to be our busiest year yet. 
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Events Programme 

We pride ourselves on the frequency and variety of events we organise for our members. Our 

programme continues to grow year-on-year, with a blend of traditional events and original ideas.  

 

Social Events 

 

Our social event programme seeks to allow our members a chance to escape the rigours of university 

life. The very purpose of a student society is to allow students to integrate and meet new people, and 

we ensure our calendar of social events gives them the best opportunity to do so.  

 

The highlight of our social calendar is the annual Spring 

Ball, organised entirely by the society for the wider 

school community, bringing together students of all 

years alongside academics. Each Ball has a unique 

theme, with notable past examples including 

Hollywood, Magic, and Casino Royale. The night consists 

of a three-course meal followed by an after-dinner 

dancefloor, in addition to a host of entertainment 

offerings. The Spring Ball has always been an immensely 

popular event in the calendar, especially amongst final year students as a means to celebrate their time 

in the Business School. 

 

The society has a strong history of running nightlife events for students. This year, a record number of 

tickets were sold for our start-of-year Bar Crawl, with far in excess of 100 students in attendance. We 

enjoy the opportunity to give our members a chance to relax and engage with peers they’d potentially 

never have another chance to meet. Our nightlife calendar runs throughout the year and in the past 

has included collaborations with other large UEA student societies. 

 

As we ensure we provide social opportunities for all our 

members, we appreciate those who do not want to 

engage with the nightlife events. In response to this, we 

have built up a large array of alternative social activities, 

such as quiz nights, games (including bowling and laser 

tag), and movie nights. This year we also introduced an 

informal Christmas Dinner social, which was hugely 

successful amongst our members.  
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Academic Events 

 

Whereas our social events are for students to informally meet and relax, at the core of our academic 

programme is personal development. We understand that with ever-increasing competition in the jobs 

market, particularly for graduates, more than just a degree is necessary, and we seek to support our 

members in their career endeavors.  

 

Primarily, our academic events take the form of guest presentations, workshops, and Q&A sessions. 

We also have strong links with the Business School and UEA CareerCentral to promote a host of 

opportunities to our members. We are proud to be involved with the Business School’s renowned 

“Employability Week” each November.  

 

One of our most successful annual 

events is our “How to get an Internship” 

workshop, a panel session in which all 

speakers are current students with 

recent internship experience. The event 

has a clear structure in explaining all the 

stages of the internship process: where 

to find relevant opportunities; the 

application process; excelling within the 

internship; and successfully using the 

experience afterwards to boost job prospects. This year, around 100 students attended this event, with 

spaces filling up in a matter of days.  
 

As well as inviting past and present students to speak, we also work with companies and industry 

professionals to develop students’ skills and knowledge. This year we ran two workshops with PwC, 

one to promote women in business, and the other to enhance commercial awareness. On top of this, 

we collaborated with other societies to invite a careers coach to train students in mastering interviews 

and assessment centres, equipping them with the key skills they need to successfully apply for 

internships and graduate opportunities.  

 

Our academic events calendar gives your company the perfect opportunity to engage with our 

members directly. The benefit to holding an event with us is a chance to meet some of the most 

engaged students within the school, helping to develop their skills while additionally promoting 

yourselves and the student opportunities you provide.  
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Competitions 

 

While many students learn through observation, we know that many others learn through action. This 

is the philosophy at the heart of our competitions. We aim to develop the business and real-world skills 

that our members will require to excel in their future careers.  

 

Our competition programme is relatively new, with our first ever being held in 2017. Since then we’ve 

been nurturing and improving our existing competition, now being in a position to launch brand new 

opportunities in 2019/20. 

 

The UEApprentice is a team-based competition in which 

students must work together to complete a business 

task, exceeding the standard of all other teams. This 

event has been run three times within the society, with 

each occurrence involving a different task. Scenarios in 

the past have been: organising a profitable and high-

quality event; developing a detailed marketing plan; and 

sourcing and purchasing a list of items for the lowest 

price.  

 

Within each of the scenarios, a variety of key skills are tested. Teamwork is a consistent theme, as is 

strong leadership from the project manager. Depending on the scenario, students have then been 

expected to exercise skills in problem solving, planning, negotiating, attention to detail, and 

commercial awareness. We ensure that throughout the process, these skills are not only demonstrated, 

but also enhanced. Support is offered to teams, as is in-depth feedback following on from the 

competition, regardless of whether the team won or lost. 

 

The UEApprentice has consistently been well 

received by students keen to demonstrate 

their business acumen, while undertaking a 

uniquely interesting opportunity. We are 

now preparing to introduce a new 

competition programme to run alongside the 

UEApprentice. This provides an excellent 

opportunity for your company to get 

involved, with the potential for competitions 

to designed around the premise of finding a 

business solution relating to you.  
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Trips 

 

Our programme of trips provides the perfect balance of socialising alongside academic development. 

We believe in offering unforgettable experiences for our members, which our trips truly achieve. 

 

This year we ran an academic trip to London for 

finance and marketing students. Students were able 

to learn beyond their curriculum and in a real-world 

context, to prepare them for future careers in their 

chosen subject areas. Students were split into 

separate finance and marketing groups, each with a 

timetable for the day tailored to their subject. 

 

 

The finance group first visited the Bank of England 

museum, where they could learn extensively about the 

history of the UK banking system, in addition to 

enriching their knowledge of key economic concepts in 

complement to their studies. Thereafter, they received 

a guided tour of Canary Wharf. Meanwhile, the 

marketing group explored the Museum of Brands, 

Packaging & Advertising, before being invited for a 

presentation and workshop at the office of Merkle Inc, 

a leading worldwide marketing company, which offered 

an insight into the realities of a career in marketing.  
 

A permanent fixture in our events calendar is our annual trip abroad. Each year we visit a major 

European city to provide our members with an excellent opportunity to relax. As this trip is run in a de 

facto half term, it serves as the perfect break from studies, and is always extremely well received by 

those who attend. This year we visited the Czech capital of Prague, exploring famous landmarks such 

as the Castle, the Charles Bridge, and the John Lennon Wall. We also provided a series of exciting 

nightlife opportunities.  

 

We are keen to expand our trip offerings. While we have two flagship events, we are open to the idea 

of offering smaller day trips to offices and museums in and around Norwich. This provides another way 

your company can be involved with our society, as we would relish the chance to expose students to a 

real-world work environment in their field. 
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Plans for 2019/20 

The society has grown immensely in terms of membership and activity over the past few years. Our 

mission for the following years is to maintain this rate of growth. We want to ensure we are providing 

the highest quality opportunities to students, and we recognise the best path to achieving this is in 

further collaboration with companies such as yourselves. 

 

We believe our biggest potential for 

growth is in our competitions and trips 

programmes. Due to the recent 

introduction of the UEApprentice, our 

first ever competition, focus up to this 

point has been on developing and 

improving it. Now it has successfully been 

established as an annual event, that focus 

will shift to the implementation of a new 

flagship competition. In equal measure, 

the scope of our trips has developed from 

its original basis of organising the annual trip abroad. We are now actively seeking opportunities to run 

academic trips similar to our London visit this year.  

 

On top of this, we are continually looking to increase our offerings of social and academic events to 

enrich our members. One key objective for the year ahead is to liaise more closely with the Business 

School, CareerCentral and other student societies.  

 

Additionally, we see potential for the society to develop an entrepreneurial portfolio. This may take 

the form of running a small on-campus business venture whereby our members are invited to take 

part. Such an opportunity would provide an excellent chance to engage with our members and build 

up their practical business skills.   
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Partnership Opportunities 

As you have seen throughout this document, we thrive off providing first-rate opportunities for our 

members and the wider student community. We’ve helped to enhance hundreds of students’ 

experiences through our activities and events. It is no surprise, particularly considering the nature of 

our society, that some of our most successful and best received events have been ones where we’ve 

worked alongside companies.  

 

The theme from this proposal is that while we already have a highly successful and motivated society, 

we are seeking to improve our opportunities. We warmly welcome any way in which you can support 

our mission, while we remain passionate that we can also offer a great benefit to you as a company.  

 

Outlined below are some of the key ways we can work together. However, we are open to any ideas 

you may have, and would be happy to discuss further ways we can support your company. 

 

Financial Sponsorship Package 

 

Our standalone sponsorship package allows you to make a block financial contribution to the society, 

in exchange for the yearlong promotion of your company to our network of hundreds of students. 

 

The society has a strong social media presence, with regularly updated Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram accounts to communicate with our members and wider university community. Alongside 

this are direct communication channels with our members: a Facebook group, and an email service. In 

addition to this we are listed on LinkedIn, which promotes our society to the corporate world. We have 

just published our own website, in which we will post regular updates through our blog page, as well 

as having our own dedicated sponsors’ page.  

 

All of these communication channels can be employed to promote your company. This could vary from 

brand awareness, to promotion of student opportunities. With access to hundreds of engaged students 

looking ahead to their future careers, direct access to the student community would be of the utmost 

benefit to you. 

 

Our fixed sponsorship package includes the following benefits: 

➢ Your logo present on home page and sponsors’ page of our website. 

➢ Promotion of your company through social media channels. 

➢ Direct communication of student opportunities to our members. 

➢ Your logo shown at our academic events. 

➢ Invitation to work with us on organising events. 
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We would be very happy to discuss further with you any additional ways in which we can benefit your 

company as part of a fixed sponsorship package.  

 

Event Sponsorship 

 

Our wide array of opportunities throughout the year can provide the perfect option for you to work 

with us. Any and all of the events we have listed above would be open to sponsorship, from one of our 

academic trips to our Spring Ball. Any sponsorship we receive for an event would help us to ensure it 

is of the highest quality and value for our members.  

 

By sponsoring an event, you would have the ability to directly promote your company. Any promotion 

of said event would be in conjunction with promotion of you and your opportunities/services. As an 

example, sponsoring prize money for a competition would entail at the very least: including you within 

the name of the competition, a variety of social media promotions of you alongside the event, and a 

blog post on our website which would focus on you in addition to the competition. We are very flexible 

on what you would expect from an event sponsorship, however, and would warmly welcome your 

suggestions. 

 

Non-Financial Support 

 

We greatly appreciate any support we receive and understand that many companies prefer to adopt a 

more hands-on approach when working with student societies. We would relish the opportunity to run 

an event with you, whether it be a guest speaker, a workshop, or a visit to one of your offices. Even 

these events provide valuable opportunities for both parties to mutually benefit. 

 

Our simple message to your organisation is that we want to work with you in whatever capacity works 

for you. If you have read anything throughout this proposal that you believe you could be involved 

with, or have any other ideas about ways we could work together, we would be very receptive. 
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Contact Details 

We thank you for taking the time to read through our partnership proposal. We are passionate about 

working with your company and hope that after reading this document, you’re equally as passionate 

to work with us! We are open to any form of relationship with your company, whether it is in the form 

of a financial sponsorship, or interest in running an event with us. Please do not hesitate to get in 

contact with us, and we will respond promptly to begin a dynamic working relationship! 

 

 

Jack Annand 

President 2018-20 

j.annand@uea.ac.uk  

 

Ben Hawes 

Vice President 2019-20 

b.hawes@uea.ac.uk  

 

Daisy Champion 
Corporate Relations Officer 2019-20 

d.champion@uea.ac.uk  

 

UEA Business Society 

Union House 

University of East Anglia 

Norwich 

NR4 7TJ 

 

ueabusinesssociety@outlook.com 

https://www.ueabusinesssociety.co.uk 
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